HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES
convention, action with contemplation. It comprises
most epistemological hypotheses except those of
science, whose chief social value lies in its emphasis
upon change. According to this agricultural view,
changes in law, custom and institutions are merely
disguises of garb. Underneath, the naked forms of
society are always to be discovered, expressing blends
of good and evil according to the rewards and punish-
ments of some ancient myth. Russia, on this view, is
completely smothered by her changing vestments. In
time, the eternal perspective will reassert itself, and we
shall be able to discern the ancient scheme once more.
Another view emerged from the period of the break-
down of Medieval society. Certain changes in the
environment of .man in the fourteenth, fifteenth and
sixteenth centuries rendered Medieval universalism,
with its status conceptions of society and its Platonic
ethical casuistry, inadequate to the task of providing
humanity with a creed suitable for the exploitation of
new opportunities. The continent of America was
discovered, new routes round Africa to the East were
opened up, and money, in the form of bullion, began
to circulate in Europe in vastly increasing quantities.
The world became, quite literally, a larger place, in
which the tr>a.n with money was exposed to the
stimulus of opportunity in a way that was new. Many
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